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Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

It  is  a  great  privilege  and  honor  to  join  with  you  this  evening  in 
paying  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  To  the  youth  of 
America,  he  is  an  unfailing  inspiration;  to  the  men  and  women  of 
America,  a  safe  guide  and  trustworthy  leader.  From  railsplitter  to 
President, 'the  life  of  this  plain,  simple,  kind-hearted  gentleman,  has 
become  the  symbol  of  the  open  gate  of  American  opportunity.  This 
revered  martyr;  this  great  American  whose  character,  life  and  public 
service  set  him  apart  and  enshrined  him  in  the  hearts  and  affections 
of  all  his  countrymen;  this  man  who  now  belongs  to  the  ages,  was  "a 
man  of  sorrow,  and  acquainted  with  grief" ,  but  never  once  did  he  lose 
his  faith  in  God,  in  the  durability  of  the  American  Commonwealth,  nor 
in  the  good  sense,  saber  judgment  and  patriotism  of  the  American 
people. 

If,  in  addition  to  paying  public  tribute  to  his  life  and  wonderful 
work,  Ave  are  able  to  grasp  and  appreciate  the  greatness  of  his  heart 
and  the  depth  of  his  soul,  understand  the  almost  child-like  directness 
of  his  thought,  and  through  such  appreciation  consecrate  ourselves 
anew  to  our  responsibilities  and  duties  in  the  tasks  now  before  us,  our 
meeting  here  tonight  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  Because  of  the  sound- 
ness of  his  philosophy,  his  teachings  are  as  apt  and  fitting  to  the 
troublous  times  of  the  present  as  they  were  during  the  period  of  the 
Civil  War. 

In  the  spirit  of  his  presence,  and  with  the  utmost  reverence,  let  us 
here  and  now  rededicate  ourselves  to  do  all  within  our  power  to  further 
the  fulfillment  of  his  most  profound  desire  that  a  " Government  of  the 
people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the 
Earth."  * 

Today  Governmental  problems,  both  State  and  National,  are  not 
only  complex,  but  seemingly  insurmountable.  Their  proper  solution 
demands  the  calm,  dispassionate  judgment  of  all  those  who  believe  in 
safe,  sane  and  sound  principles  of  Constitutional  Government. 

I  was  elected  Governor  at  a  time  when  unrest  throughout  the 
world,  and  particularly  in  this  country,  was  more  pronounced  than  at 
any  period  since  the  Civil  War.  I  was  confronted  with  an  alarming 
condition,  carefully  suppressed  during  the  campaign,  in  connection 
with  the  State's  finances.  Within  five  days  after  the  election,  I 
discovered  a  State  deficit  of  almost  $3,000,000.00 — an  enormous  sum 
for  the  State  of  Maryland.  So  serious  was  the  situation  that  during 
the  first  days  of  the  Session  of  the  Legislature,  the  State  was  obliged 


to  borrow  on  short  term  notes  $1,000,000.00  to  meet  current  expenses 
and  pay  the  salaries  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly.  This 
has  been  repaid. 

Notwithstanding  this  deficit,  I  balanced  the  State's  Budget,  and  it 
is  still  in  balance.  In  order  to  absorb  completely  the  deficit  and  to 
supply  money  for  the  proper  housing  of  groups  of  the  State's  wards, 
it  was  necessary  to  create  a  State  loan.  I  am  opposed  to  imposing 
upon  real  estate  additional  burdens  for  the  servicing  of  such  loans, 
and,  therefore,  the  servicing  and  repayment  of  this  loan  were  wholly 
provided  for  from  other  sources. 

The  State  Tax  Eate  has  not  been  raised  a  single  penny,  while 
during  the  month  of  August,  last  year,  a  large  portion  of  the  Bonds 
representing  this  loan,  were  sold  at  a  rate  of  interest  lower  than  any 
before  carried  by  State  bonds  and  at  a  premium  greater  than  had  ever 
before  been  received.  I  repeat,  the  State  Tax  Eate  has  not  been 
increased,  general  assessments  on  real  estate  have  not  been  raised,  the 
State's  budget  is  balanced,  the  State  is  solvent,  and  its  credit  is  as 
firmly  established  as  it  has  ever  been  in  its  history. 

I  am  a  Eepublican.  I  believe  earnestly  in  the  principles  of  my 
party,  and  shall  do  all  I  can,  honestly  and  fairly,  to  establish  those 
fundamental  Constitutional  concepts  for  which  it  stands.  Eegardless 
of  Party,  however,  it  is  my  earnest,  sincere  and  conscientious  purpose, 
as  Governor  of  all  the  people  of  Maryland,  to  perform  my  duties  fairly 
and  impartially  and  with  due  regard  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  all. 

On  the  eve  of  this,  a  Presidential  Election,  all  citizens  are 
instinctively  directing  their  thoughts  to  problems  confronting  the 
National  Government,  and  are  deeply  concerned  with  their  proper 
solution.  This  solicitude  springs  from  a  realization  that  their  indi- 
vidual rights,  privileges  and  liberties  have  been  seriously  imperiled 
by  the  novel,  strange,  revolutionary  and  experimental  policies  which 
have  been  pursued  during  the  past  three  years  by  the  present  National 
Administration. 

Few  persons  will  deny  that  from  the  Fall  of  1929  until  the  Summer 
of  1932,  this  country  experienced  the  most  severe  depression  in  its 
history.  It  was  not  localized,  but  world  wide.  Long  before  it  was  felt 
by  us,  it  had  laid  its  grip  upon  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  was  not  brought 
on  by  the  Eepublican  Party,  nor  could  it  have  been  fairly  charged  to 
the  Democratic  Party  had  that  party  been  in  power.  It  was  the  after 
effect  of  the  World  War. 


By  the  Summer  of  1932,  we  had  reached  the  depths,  but  from  then 
on  until  the  election  of  that  year,  we  had  begun  slowly,  though  surely, 
to  emerge  therefrom.  Had  the  opposition  at  that  time  thought  more 
of  country  and  less  of  party  advantage  through  destructive  criticism; 
had  it  helped  in  the  slightest  degree ;  had  it  given  any  intimation  of  its 
willingness  to  help  the  then  Republican  Administration  in  that  admin- 
istration's efforts  to  bring  about  recovery,  instead  of  planting  itself  as 
an  immovable  obstacle  across  the  path  of  progress,  the  improvement 
which  had  already  begun  would  have  continued,  and  many  of  the 
harrowing  scenes  of  misery  we  have  since  witnessed  might  have  been 
avoided.  Notwithstanding  its  deliberate  refusal  to  cooperate  during 
the  four  months  extending  from  the  Presidential  Election  to  the 
Inauguration,  even  then,  had  the  new  administration  lived  up  to  the 
promises  of  its  own  platform,  the  energy  and  resourcefulness  of  our 
people,  coupled  with  the  natural  wealth  of  the  country,  would  once 
again  have  started  us  on  the  upward  march. 

I  am  not,  in  the  slightest  manner,  to  be  understood  as  comparing 
the  Democratic  Platform  with  the  Decalogue,  but  had  the  present 
administration  followed  the  precepts  of  even  that  platform,  instead  of 
permitting  itself  to  be  advised,  and  even  led,  by  false  Gods,  such  as 
theorists,  socialists,  brain-trusters,  radicals  and  money  squanderers, 
it  might  have  become  such  a  beacon  as  that  recorded  in  Exodus : 

"And  the  Lord  went  before  them  by  day  in  a  pillar  of 
cloud  to  lead  them  the  way;  and  by  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire,  to 
give  them  light;  to  go  by  day  and  night." 

Let  us  look  at  one  of  the  planks  in  the  Democratic  Platform  on 
which  the  present  administration  was  supposed  to  have  been  elected. 
"We  advocate  the  immediate  and  drastic  reduction  of  Governmental 
expenditures"  Let  us  see  Avhat  the  President  stated  concerning  this 
plank  when  speaking  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  on  September  30th,  1932. 
"If  we  are  to  balance  the  budget  and  relieve  the  burden  of  taxation, 
I  repeat,  the  Government  must  retrench  and  not  attempt  too  many 
functions,  particularly  functions  which  belong  to  the  States  and  to  local 
communities  and  to  individuals.  There  can  be  no  real  relief  until  the 
Government  retrenches,  eliminates  waste,  duplication  of  activities  and 
unnecessary  bureaus,  and  brings  about  a  reduction  of  the  staggering 
cost  of  Government." 

Again,  from  that  same  speech:  "I  accuse  the  present  adminis- 
tration (meaning  the  Eepublican  administration)  of  being  the  greatest 
spending  administration  in  peace  times  in  all  our  history — one  which 
has  piled  bureau  on  bureau,  commission  on  commission,  and  has  failed 


to  anticipate  the  dire  needs  of  reduced  earning  power  of  the  people/' 
Compare  these  statements  with  what  you  know  has  occurred. 

The  President  was  elected  and  with  him  a  servile  partisan  Con- 
gress. His  word  became  a  command;  his  every  wish  was  gratified. 
When  he  said  ' ' must ",  " must ' '  it  was.  He  had  full  and  complete  power 
to  do  whatever  he  would.  At  that  time,  the  people  looked  to  him,  relied 
upon  him,  and  wished  him  success.  To  what  extent  has  he  justified  this 
confidence?  Has  there  been  less  spending  of  the  taxpayers'  money? 
Have  there  been  any  reductions  in  Governmental  expenditures  either 
immediate  or  drastic!  Has  the  Budget  been  balanced?  Have  any 
bureaus  or  commissions  been  abolished?  The  simple  and  complete 
answer  is  to  paraphrase,  and  say:  "The  mouse  labored  and  brought 
forth  a  mountain" — a  mountain  of  debt,  threatening  to  destroy  us 
more  completely  than  did  Vesuvius,  Pompeii. 

There  has  been  the  greatest  spending  jamboree  in  the  entire  history 
of  the  world.  The  people's  money  has  been  squandered,  in  many 
instances,  on  foolish  projects,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  almost  beyond 
human  comprehension. 

Ruled  by  a  bureaucracy  in  the  seat  of  the  National  Government ; 
business,  industry  and  labor  subject  to  interference  by  a  Federal 
autocracy  never  heretofore  dreamed  of;  every  activity  of  the  people 
regimented  by  a  centralized  authority;  life,  liberty  and  property  sub- 
ject to  the  whim  and  fancy  of  an  administration  of  experimentation; 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  unnecessary  office  holders  appointed  without 
regard  to  the  Civil  Service  Laws,  but  solely  with  a  view  to  their  partisan 
usefulness  in  perpetuating  this  regime  through  the  coming  campaign, 
it  is  little  wonder  that  even  many  leading  Democrats,  with  their 
Country's  interest  at  heart  and  alarmed  for  its  safety,  cry  out  in 
protest. 

Each  and  every  one  of  you  ladies  and  gentlemen  here  tonight  is  a 
taxpayer,  whether  you  realize  it  or  not.  Directly  or  indirectly  you  pay 
for  the  functioning  of  your  Federal  Government,  and  while  you  are 
willing  to  perform  this  duty,  if  legitimately  imposed,  you  are  never- 
tholooo  concerned  that  public  affairs  shall  be  so  conducted  that  the 
contributions  you  make  from  year  to  year  shall  steadily  decrease.  Do 
you  know  that  for  every  dollar  that  you  were  called  upon  to  pay  to  the 
Federal  Government  in  taxes  in  1932,  before  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment passed  into  the  hands  of  the  present  administration,  you  were 
compelled  in  1935,  as  a  result  of  wasteful  extravagance,  to  contribute 
$1.80 — an  increase  during  the  short  period  of  three  years,  of  80%,  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  this  enormous  increase  in  your  taxes,  the  National 


debt  has  arisen  to  the  stupendous  sum  of  over  $30,000,000,000.00,  and 
the  end  is  not  yet  in  sight. 

Who  is  to  pay  these  vast  sums  wherein  a  million  dollars  is  treated 
as  mere  pocket  change,  while  a  billion  is  only  ordinary  spending  money? 
Let  there  be  no  mistake  about  this.  It  is  not  only  the  rich.  The  great 
working  class,  the  so-called  middle  class,  you  and  I,  and  our  children, 
and  our  children's  children,  and  their  descendants,  we  are  the  ones 
whose  future  is  being  mortgaged.  Let  us  look  to  the  words  of  a  great 
man,  now  deceased,  whose  sound  common  sense  and  wise  judgment, 
notwithstanding  the  covert  sneers  of  some  of  the  present  administration 
apologists,  still  meets  the  approval  of  the  sober  thinking  people,  Calvin 
Coolidge,  when  he  said : 

"No  matter  what  anyone  may  say  about  making  the  rich 
and  the  corporations  pay  the  taxes,  in  the  end  they  come  out 
of  the  people  who  toil.  No  system  has  ever  been  devised 
under  which  any  person  living  in  this  country  could  escape 
being  affected  by  the  cost  of  our  Government.  It  is  felt  in  the 
price  of  those  prime  necessities  of  existence:  food,  clothing, 
fuel,  shelter.  I  ivant  the  people  of  America  to  be  able  to  work 
less  for  the  Government  and  more  for  themselves.  I  want 
them  to  have  the  rewards  of  their  own  industry.  That  is  the 
chief  meaning  of  freedom." 

Another  great  cause  for  alarm  is  the  apparent  lack  of  knowledge 
of  Federal  authorities  as  to  the  cost  of  government  for  the  year  1937. 
The  President,  in  his  Message  to  Congress  submitting  the  Budget  for 
the  coming  fiscal  year,  although  having  full  knowledge  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  relief  and  the  knowledge  of  the  almost  certain  passage  of  the 
Bonus  Bill,  but  without  providing  in  his  Budget  for  these  reasonably 
sure  expenditures,  fixed  his  budgetary  requirements  at  $6,172,000,000.00, 
with  an  estimated  income  of  $5,654,000,000.00,  creating  a  deficit  of 
$518,000,000.00.  His  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  week  later,  esti- 
mated the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  coming  year  at 
$10,172,000,000.00,  with  an  estimated  revenue  of  onlv  $5,107,000|000.00, 
and  a  deficit  for  the  year  of  $5,065,000,000.00. 

Upon  which  are  we  to  rely?  The  Budget  of  the  President  or  the 
estimate  of  his  Secretary! 

We  have  plunged  so  deeply  into  debt,  we  are  so  hopelessly  and 
helplessly  upon  the  rocks  of  financial  unsoundness  as  to  make  it  impos- 
sible for  any  man  to  predict  what  the  morrow  shall  bring  forth. 
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In  i932,  our  country  had  a  stable  currency  which  was  based  upon 
a  sound  Gold  Standard.  American  money  under  Republican  Admin- 
istrations had  evolved  from  the  old  wild  cat,  uncertain  and  constantly 
changing  values  of  State  bank  issues  up  to  and  through  the  days  of  the 
Civil  War,  to  a  certain  well-defined,  stable  dollar.  Under  Republican 
Administrations  the  Gold  Standard  had  been  established. 

Had  there  been  the  slightest-  intimation  during  the  1932  campaign 
that  Democratic  success  would  mean  the  abandonment  of  that  standard, 
it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  results  would  have  been  different. 
So  true  is  this,  that  during  the  campaign,  when  an  intimation  was 
rumored  that  we  were  close  to  abandonment  of  the  Gold  Standard, 
Senator  Carter  Glass,  of  Virginia,  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  safest  statesmen  in  this  country,  delivered  a  powerful 
address  to  the  American  people,  in  which  he  ridiculed  the  possibility 
of  the  abandonment  of  the  Gold  Standard  and  unreservedly  asserted 
that  his  Party  and  his  Party's  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  could 
safely  be  trusted  not  to  indulge  in  even  the  thought  of  such  a  disastrous 
economic  move. 

The  Democratic  Platform  promised  the  maintenance  of  a  sound  and 
stable  currency.  To  the  consternation  of  both  the  wage  earner  and  the 
business  man,  one  of  the  President's  early  acts  was  to  devalue  the  dollar 
to  less  than  three-fifths  of  its  former  value.  He  called  in,  under  penalty 
of  imprisonment  for  failure  to  obey,  the  gold  holdings  of  the  country  and 
issued  therefor  paper  money  worth  less  than  sixty  cents  on  the  dollar. 
For  each  dollar's  worth  of  American  goods  sold  abroad,  there  was  paid 
in  consequence,  by  the  foreign  purchaser,  sixty  cents  instead  of  the 
previous  one  hundred  cents,  and  notwithstanding  this,  our  physical 
volume  of  exports  abroad  not  only  did  not  increase,  but  probably  de- 
creased. Such  a  situation  could  conceivably  open  up  our  domestic 
markets  to  competition  with  goods  produced  by  the  cheap  labor  of 
Europe,  and  to  that  extent  might  help  further  to  throw  our  own  work- 
ing men  out  of  employment.  Today  the  present  administration  has  a 
profit  on  the  gold  so  taken  from  our  people,  and  credited  as  a  Govern- 
ment asset,  of  $2,808,000,000.00  taken  not  only  without  recompense  to 
the  people,  but  without  even  disguising  the  taking  under  the  form  of 
taxation. 

There  will  be  no  real  or  permanent  return  of  prosperity  to 
the  country  until  we  have  returned  to  a  sound  and  stable  cur- 
rency. The  very  stability  and  reliability  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  business  matters  have  been  beyond  criticism,  for  as  long 
as  we  can  remember,  but  suddenly  the  present  administration,  under 
the   sniise   of  an  emergencv  and  with  the   excuse   that   international 


exchange  demanded  it,  repudiated  our  Nation's  obligations  to  pay  in 
gold,  depreciated  our  dollar  to  below  sixty  cents,  and  made  the  solemn 
promise  of  the  United  States  a  by-word  before  the  world.  We  are  now 
simply  another  paper  currency  nation,  or,  to  put  it  another  way,  we 
have  a  currency  which  defies  definition,  for  it  is  at  the  whim  of  one 
man,  namely,  the  Chief  Executive.  Ostensibly  we  are  on  a  gold  stan- 
dard but  our  paper  money  is  irredeemable,  and  the  President  has  the 
power  to  change  this  standard  over  night  without  previous  notice  to  the 
Country.  This  has  had  the  effect  of  opening  the  door  to  foreign  gold 
and  allowing  the  world  to  buy  the  United  States  of  America  at  bargain 
counter  prices.  Our  national  currency  is  poised  over  the  chasm  of 
financial  ruin  on  the  slack  wire  of  a  managed  dollar.  We  are  sick  at 
heart  at  the  spectacle. 

You  ladies  who  do  the  marketing  know  only  too  well  from  your 
sad  experience  what  the  manipulation  of  the  dollar  has  meant  to  you  in 
increasing  the  cost  of  supplying  your  family  needs. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  confronted  with  this  problem  and  recom- 
mended a  solution.  From  his  frontier  vantage  point,  he  had  seen  the 
effects  of  the  orgy  of  inflation  of  the  Jackson  Administration,  when  the 
flood  of  paper  money  from  the  State  banks  followed  the  demise  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1836.  This  was  followed  by  the  panic  of 
1837.  To  stem  the  tide  of  inflation,  specie  payments  were  resumed. 
He  had  witnessed  a  little  later  the  stabilizing  effect  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  direct  Treasury  management  of  coinage  and  circulation  and 
the  resumption  of  convertibility  of  the  obligations  of  the  United  States 
into  gold ;  the  principles  of  sound  finance  had  been  indelibly  written  on 
his  memory.  In  1862,  when  the  financing  of  the  War  had  compelled  the 
temporary  suspension  of  specie  payments,  he  expressed  his  firm  belief 
in  sound  money  in  his  Message  to  Congress.     He  said : 

"A  return  to  specie  payments,  however,  at  the  earliest 
period  compatible  with  due  regard  to  all  interests  concerned, 
should  ever  be  kept  in  view.  Fluctuations  in  the  value  of  cur- 
rency are  always  injurious,  and  to  reduce  these  fluctuations 
to  the  lowest  possible  point  will  always  be  a  leading  purpose 
in  wise  legislation.  Convertibility,  prompt  and  certain  con- 
vertibility, into  coin  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best 
and  surest  safeguard  against  them." 

And  in  1863,  he  addressed  Congress  in  these  words : 

"It  seems  very  plain  that  continued  issues  of  United  States 
Notes  without  any  check  to  the  issue  of  suspended  banks,  *  *  * 
might  soon  produce  disastrous  consequences,  and  this  matter 
appears  to  me  so  important  that  I  feel  bound  to  avail  myself 
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of  this  occasion  to  ask  the  special  attention  of  Congress  to  it 
*  *  *.     That  Congress  has  power  to  regulate  the  currency  of 
the  country  can  hardly  admit  of  doubt,  and  that  a  judicious^ 
measure  to  prevent  the  deterioration  of  this  currency 
is  needed,  seems  equally  clear." 

His  ringing  words  coupled  with  our  experience  since  his  time, 
verifying  in  every  detail  the  principle  of  sound  currency  based  on 
convertibility  and*  the  adherence  to  the  promises  of  the  Nation  to  pay 
in  gold,  point  the  way  to  security. 

The  present  administration,  in  thus  debarring  a  sound  and  stable 
currency,  evidently  overlooked  that  trite  saying  of  Lincoln  that  You 
may  fool  all  the  people  some  of  the  time,  and  some  of  the  people  all  the 
time,  but  you  can't  fool  all  the  people  all  the  time.  ' 

A  century  and  a  half  ago,  we  began  a  glorious  march  from  a  small 
Nation  of  a  few  million  souls  to  the  richest,  strongest  and  happiest 
country  in  all  the  history  of  the  world.  It  is  true  we  had  our  reverses 
at  times ;  depressions,  serious  in  their  nature,  frequently  overtook  us, 
but  iust  as  a  strong  healthy  man  is  at  times  visited  with  sickness  and 
recovers  therefrom,  so  has  the  country  thrown  off  its  temporary  set- 
backs and  resumed  its  triumphal  journey.  A  skillful  physician  in  his 
treatment  of  a  sick  patient,  is  guided  by  his  experience  gathered  trom 
the  previous  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  similar  diseases,  He 
does  not  throw  the  knowledge  thus  gained  to  the  winds.  He  does  not 
sav  this  man  is  perhaps  sicker  than  his  previous  patient;  and  in  conse- 
quence fail  to  administer  treatment  that  he  knows  g  has  proven 
efficacious  in  the  past.  He  does  not  determine  to  experiment  and  it 
that  experiment  proves  valueless,  to  try  another,  thereby  risking  his 
patient's  life  Were  he  to  do  that,  a  new  doctor  would  soon  be  called  m 
to  take  charge.  The  country  has  been  experimented  upon  so  frequently 
bv  the  New  Dealers,  but  without  success,  that  another  doctor  should  be 
called  in  to  take  charge.  I  am  very  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  during 
this  coming  November  the  new  doctor  will  be  selected. 

In  utter  disregard  of  all  the  valuable  lessons  that  should  have  been 
learned  from  long  experience,  the  Administration  saw  fit  to  dose  the 
country  with  a  lot  of  nostrums  prescribed  by  theoretical  amateurs  in 
the  science  of  Government.  They  assume  to  know  more  about  busi- 
ness than  the  business  man;  more  about  manufacturing  than  the  manu- 
facturer; more  about  production  than  the  producer;  more  about  the 
problems  of  labor  than  the  worker  himself;  and,  in  thus  foisting  then- 
views  on  the  Nation,  under  the  guise  of  law,  have  sickened  it  almost 


unto  death.  Notwithstanding  the  spending  of  billions  of  dollars  on 
NBA,  AAA,  and  other  alphabetical  concoctions,  we  still  have  over 
eleven  million  work  people  unemployed. 

One  of  the  first  nostrums  administered  business  was  the  NRA. 
That  was  the  special  creation  of  the  Brain  Trust,  which  twisted  the  idea 
of  business  cooperation  advocated  by  the  business  men  of  this  country 
out  of  all  resemblance  of  reality  or  practicability,  and  in  this  emascu- 
lated form  offered  it  as  a  panacea  for  all  our  industrial  ills.  Under 
their  concoction  business  was  hamstrung;  the  people  regimented,  and 
individual  effort  proscribed;  unworkable  codes  of  procedure,  coupled 
with  severe  penalties  for  failure  to  obey,  were  prescribed  by 
these  underlings  who  sat  as  law  makers,  judges,  juries  and 
prosecutors.  Regulations  were  established  so  numerous  and  in 
many  cases  so  non-understandable  that  the  authorities  themselves 
did  not  know  what  they  were  all  about.  Not  only  was  all  business 
shackled,  but  the  small  business  man  was  even  more  greatly  handi- 
capped. Then  came  that  momentous  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  in  which  the  whole  Act,  from  stem  to  stern,  was 
declared  unconstitutional.  That  decision,  according  to  the  President, 
was  to  carry  us  back  to  the  horse  and  buggy  age.  Dire  things  were 
predicted  as  a  result.  For  a  while  it  was  rumored  that  the  President 
contemplated  the  possibility  of  ignoring  the  decision.  The  reaction  of 
the  American  people  against  any  attempt  to  override  the  Constitution 
as  construed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  whether  by  the  Executive  or 
Legislative  Department,  quickly  showed  the  unwisdom  of  any  such 
course. 

Business  immediately  responded  to  the  Court's  decision,  and  con- 
fidence in  a  measurable  degree,  began  to  manifest  itself.  Instead  of  the 
predicted  chaos,  a  marked  improvement  in  industry  is  already  apparent. 
Let  the  administration  not  only  grant  a  breathing  spell,  but  assure  the 
country  of  its  confirmed  intention  of  future  non-interference,  let  the 
Government  remove  itself  from  business  and  confine  its  activities 
strictly  to  its  proper  Constitutional  functions.  Then,  and  then  only, 
shall  we  emerge  from  the  shadows  of  depression  into  the  sunlight  of 
prosperity.  I  am  not  a  reactionary,  nor  do  I  advocate  a  return  to 
stagnating  conservatism.  I  assume  that  the  Republican  Party  must 
take  a  firm  stand  against  Government  competition  or  stifling  interfer- 
ence with  business.  We  probably  will  have  to  reconcile  ourselves  to  a 
certain  amount  of  judicious  regulation,  but  if  so,  let  it  be  through  the 
doctrine  of  State's  Rights  and  by  the  States,  and  not  through  bureau- 
cracy under  a  centralized  Federal  autocracy. 
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I  think  it  is  a  reasonable  assumption  that  every  person  throughout 
this  land,  unless  utterly  devoid  of  humane  feeling,  desires  that  the 
worthy  poor  and  afflicted  be  extended  relief,  sufficient  at  least  to  provide 
for  their  necessities,  and  until  such  time  as  those  who  are  able  and 
willing  to  work  shall  secure  employment.  That  providing  relief,  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  situation,  bears  heavily  on  our  citizens,  there  is  no 
question;  yet,  nevertheless,  they  willingly  carry  that  burden.  How- 
ever, it  must  seem  an  anamoly  to  them,  as  it  certainly  does  to  me,  that, 
while  the  hungry  were  crying  for  bread  and  meat,  hundreds  of  millions 
of  dollars  were  paid  to  destroy  hogs  and  plow  under  wheat.  The  AAA 
was  another  product  of  the  New  Deal.  From  the  beginning,  even 
before  the  passage  of  this  law,  its  constitutionality  was  seriously  ques- 
tioned. I  am  firmly  convinced  that  our  farmers  are  entitled  to  such 
measure  of  necessary  protection  as  can  legally,  and  with  due  regard  to 
the  economic  welfare  of  the  whole  country,  be  extended  them.  I  sub- 
scribe to  that  proposition  with  all  my  heart  and  soul,  but  I  do  not, 
however,  believe  in  the  wisdom  of  any  law,  whether  a  processing  tax 
or  any  other  tax,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  used  to  pay  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  necessities  of  life.  Such  tax  laws  can  only  impose  addi- 
tional burdens  upon  the  family  provider,  the  one  least  able  to  afford  it. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  declared  this  measure 
unconstitutional.  It  was  a  clear  invasion  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
States.  This  Act,  as  drawn  and  enacted,  was  so  dangerous  to  the 
perpetuity  of  our  American  system  of  Government,  an  indestructible 
union  of  indestructible  States,  and  so  drastic  and  far  reaching  was  the 
contention  of  the  Government  in  support  of  it,  that  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  its  opinion,  felt  impelled  to  say: 

"Until  recently  no  suggestion  of  the  existence  of  such 
power  in  the  Federal  Government  has  been  advanced.  The 
expressions  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  the  decisions 
of  this  Court  interpreting  that  instrument  and  the  writings  of 
great  commentators  will  be  searched  for  any  suggestion  that 
there  exists  in  the  clause  under  discussion,  or  elsewhere  in  the 
Constitution,  the  authority  whereby  every  provision  and  every 
fair  implication  from  that  instrument  may  be  subverted,  the 
independence  of  the  individual  States  obliterated  and  the 
United  States  converted  into  a  central  government  exercising 
uncontrolled  police  power  in  every  State  of  the  Union,  super- 
seding all  local  control  or  regulation  of  the  affairs  or  concerns 
of  the  States." 

We  have  reason  to  hope,  and  believe,  that  other  of  the  adminis- 
tration's costly  experiments  will  shortly  meet  the  same  fate.     As  in  the 
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case  of  NRA,  the  dire  prediction  as  to  dreadful  things  to  happen  if  the 
AAA  were  invalidated,  has  not  come  to  pass.  The  price  of  hogs  and 
corn  did  not  tumble,  the  prices  of  wheat  did  not  fall  to  thirty-six  cents 
per  bushel,  and  cotton  did  not  fall  to  five  cents.  On  the  contrary,  hogs, 
corn,  cotton  and  wheat  sold  at  a  higher  price  than  before  the  Court's 
decision.  But  this  did  happen,  the  housewife  now  pays  less  for  the 
bread  and  pork  she  buys,  and  the  sole  reason  is  that  she  has  been  re- 
lieved from  paying  the  processing  tax  on  these  commodities,  and  hun- 
dreds of  millions  from  now  on  will  thereby  be  saved  to  the  consumer 
without  loss  to  the  farmer. 

Once  more,  as  a  result  of  the  Supreme  Court's  decision,  we  hear 
cries  of  "Down  with  the  Constitution",  "Clip  the  claws  of  the  Supreme 
Court",  "Override  by  legislative  enactment  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court".  Similar  cries  were  heard,  and  similar  threats  made  concerning 
the  Court,  the  greatest  and  most  respected  Court  in  the  world,  in  the 
days  when  it  was  presided  over  by  that  eminent  American  jurist,  John 
Marshall.  The  politicians  may  clamor,  but  the  people,  those  who  make 
or  break  politicians  at  their  will,  stand  immovable  and  unbeatable  in  its 
defense.  To  them  it  is  like  "the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary 
land."  The  New  Dealers  cry  is  that  the  Constitution  is  the  protector 
of  property  rights  and  not  human  rights.  I  wonder  if  some  of  them 
have  even  read  the  Constitution.  I  wonder  if  they  realize  that  it  guar- 
antees to  the  people  the  most  fundamental  principles  of  individual 
freedom,  those  basic  rights  which  men  have  fought  to  win  and  retain 
through  the  ages  of  attempted  tyranny.  I  wonder  if  they  know  that 
Congress  may  not  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus?  That  no  bill  of 
attainder  or  ex  post  facto  law  may  be  passed?  That  the  right  of  a 
speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  is  guaranteed?  That  no 
man  shall  be  compelled  to  be  a  witness  against  himself?  That  no  one 
shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of 
law?  That  religious  freedom  is  guaranteed?  That  Congress  shall 
make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  of  the 
right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  the  Government 
for  a  redress  of  their  grievance? 

Only  a  few  weeks  ago  a  convention  of  the  Association  of  Patriotic 
Women  of  America  met  in  Washington.  The  Marine  Band  was  to  play 
national  anthems ;  officers  of  the  Navy  were  to  address  the  gathering. 
A  former  Secretary  of  State  under  the  late  President,  Woodrow  Wilson, 
addressed  the  convention  and  dared  express  opinions  as  to  the  policies 
of  the  present  administration  which  evidently  did  not  meet  the  admin- 
istration's approval.  The  speech  could  not  be  suppressed,  but  the 
Marine  Band,  whose  salaries  are  paid  by  your  taxes,  was  withdrawn ; 
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the  Naval  Officers,  whose  salaries  are  also  paid  by  your  taxes,  cancelled 
their  engagements  to  speak.  I  wonder  what  might  have  happened  to 
former  Secretary  of  State  Colby  had  he  not  been  protected  by  the 
Constitution's  guarantee  of  free  speech. 

During  the  past  year  or  so,  many  business  men  of  standing  in  their 
respective  communities  have  likewise  expressed  their  views  as  to  the 
policies  of  the  present  administration.  Because  their  consciences  and 
good  judgments  would  not  permit  them  to  agree,  and  having  the  courage 
of  their  convictions,  they  did  not  hesitate  to  express  freely  their  opin- 
ions. They  have  been  denounced  as  Tories  and  traitors.  What  do  you 
think  might  have  happened  to  them  except  for  the  mantle  of  protection 
thrown  about  them  by  the  Constitution! 

The  historic  and  revered  charter  of  our.  liberties  is  the  foundation 
upon  which  the  Republic  has  been  builded.  The  American  people,  for 
whom  it  has  made  possible  an  unprecedented  prosperity  and  happiness, 
are  deeply  conscious  that  it  is  their  most  valued  possession — their  most- 
sacred  heritage.  They  have  no  desire  that  it  shall  become  a  dam  to 
obstruct  the  waters  of  life;  they  realize  that  its  usefulness  depends 
upon  its  adaptability  to  the  varying  needs  of  succeeding  generations 
but  they  resent  and  will  challenge  every  insidious  effort,  whether  direct 
or  indirect,  to  impair  its  vitality.  They  themselves,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  reserved  power  and  after  mature  reflection,  may  approve  amend- 
ments from  time  to  time  but  never  in  a  way  which  will  disturb  the 
perfect  balance  of  its  component  parts.  They  will  insist  that  the  three 
branches  of  the  Federal  Government  shall  forever  be  kept  separate  and 
independent  with  their  original  duties  and  powers  unimpaired;  they 
will  resist  any  curtailment  of  the  personal  rights  and  privileges  guar- 
anteed in  the  first  ten  Amendments ;  they  will  demand  that  no  undue 
concentration  of  authority  in  Washington  shall  abridge  the  sovereign 
powers  and  dignities  of  the  individual  States;  they  will  continue  to 
realize  that  there  can  be  no  security  in  the  future  unless  the  Supreme 
Court  be  permitted,  free  and  untrammeled,  to  discharge  its  protective 
functions,  and  they  will  be  insistent  that  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  its  attitude  towards  every  group  of  its  citizenship  and  in  all  of  its 
international  relations,  shall  always  keep  the  faith  and  be  true  to  the 
highest  standards  and  finest  ideals  of  governmental  conduct. 

This  was  the  philosophy  of  Lincoln.  He  strove  mightily  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  as  it  had  been  originally  conceived  and 
developed.  With  his  far  seeing  vision  he  realized  that  its  success  and 
prosperity  were  dependent  upon  the  complete  and  sympathetic  coop- 
eration of  every  element  of  its  population.  Amid  the  bitter  prejudices 
engendered  by  the  Civil  War  he  remained  calm  and  dispassionate,  even 
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as  a  father  might  look  with  tenderness  upon  his  erring  children.  Never 
did  he  arraign  class  against  class;  never  did  he  countenance  or  dis- 
seminate any  doctrine  of  hate ;  never  did  he,  for  personal  or  political 
advantage,  appeal  to  certain  groups  of  our  people  by  insidiously 
maligning  others.  In  his  economy  of  life  there  was  a  useful  and  neces- 
sary place  for  all.  It  was  ever  his  purpose  to  heal  wounds,  eliminate 
discords  and  restore  harmony.  A  great  war  President,  he  was  never- 
theless an  outstanding  apostle  of  peace. 

Of  Lincoln,  Coolidge  said:  "He  is  the  richest  legacy  of  the  great- 
est century."  Woodrow  Wilson  feelingly  described  him  as  the  "supreme 
American  of  our  history."  And  President  Taft  wrote  of  "the  influ- 
ence of  his  Christ-like  character"  as  "spreading  to  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe",  while  the  great  English  Statesman,  Lloyd  George,  made 
reference  to  him  in  the  following  language:  "I  doubt  tvhether  any 
statesman  who  ever  lived,  sank  so  deeply  into  the  hearts  of  the  people 
of  so  many  lands  as  did  Abraham  Lincoln." 

May  I,  in  conclusion,  give  you  an  insight  as  to  Lincoln's  great 
reverence  for  our  Constitution,  by  quoting  from  his  Springfield  speech, 
wherein  he  said : 

"Let  every  American,  every  lover  of  liberty,  every  well- 
tvisher  to  his  posterity  swear  by  the  blood  of  the  Revolution 
never  to  violate,  in  the  least  particular ,  the  laws  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  never  to  tolerate  their  violation  by  others.  Let  every 
man  remember  that  to  violate  the  laiv  is  to  trample  on  the 
blood  of  his  father  and  to  tear  the  charter  of  his  own  and  his 
children's  liberty.  Let  reverence  for  the  laws  be  breathed  by 
every  American  mother  to  the  lisping  babe  that  prattles  on 
her  lap;  let  it  be  taught  in  the  schools,  in  seminaries,  and  in 
colleges;  let  it  be  written  in  primers,  spelling  books,  and  in 
almanacs;  let  it  be  preached  from  the  pulpit,  proclaimed  in 
legislative  halls,  and  enforced  in  courts  of  justice." 

In  the  discharge  of  our  duties  as  citizens  during  these  vexatious 
days  through  which  we  are  passing  let  us  emulate,  so  far  as  is  possible, \ 
his  example  and  be  animated  by  the  ennobling  spirit  embodied  in  his 
immortal  words : 

"With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all;  with 
firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right." 
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